
State Capitals – A Right Angle Puzzle 

by David Pleacher 

 
Determine the name of the state for each of the fifty state capitals listed below. 
Then write the letters of that state in the 22 by 19 matrix using the following rules: 
        
(1) Each word makes one right-angle turn somewhere along its length.  
      But you must determine where each word makes this turn and in which direction. 
(2) As a guide, the starting direction (i.e., the direction of the word before its right angle  
       turn) of each answer is indicated by the letter given after the clue number. 
(3) Words can go North, South, East, or West to start with.  
      For example, 1E begins on square 1 and heads East. 
(4) Each letter in the correctly completed grid appears in only one word. 
(5) When entering the letters of the two word states (like Rhode Island), do not enter a space  
      between the two words. 
 

 



1E Atlanta 
2S Jefferson City 
 
3S Austin 
4W Denver 
 
5N Richmond 
6E Santa Fe 
 
7W Madison 
8E Frankfort 
 
9E Honolulu 
10S Cheyenne 
  
11S Tallahassee 
12E Albany 
 
13W Salt Lake City 
14N Annapolis 
 
15W Topeka 
16S Juneau 
 
17E Augusta 
18W Oklahoma City 
 
19N Little Rock 
20S Boise 
 
21W Columbus 
22N Montgomery 
 
23N Baton Rouge 
24N Helena 
 
25S Dover 
26W Carson City 
 
27S Springfield 
28S Concord 
 
29E Des Moines 
30E St. Paul 



 
31E Phoenix 
32N Sacramento 
 
33E Lansing 
34W Indianapolis 
 
35N Montpelier 
36E Salem 
 
37W Hartford 
38S Jackson 
 
39E Lincoln 
40N Pierre 
  
41S Boston 
42W Harrisburg 
 
43W Charleston 
44W Olympia 
 
45S Providence 
46E Trenton 
 
47E Nashville 
48E Bismarck 
 
49E Columbia 
50W Raleigh 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Answer Key to State Capitals 
 
            CAPITAL                          STATE 
1E Atlanta   GEORGIA 
2S Jefferson City  MISSOURI 
 
3S Austin   TEXAS 
4W Denver   COLORADO 
 
5N Richmond  VIRGINIA 
6E Santa Fe  NEW MEXICO 
 
7W Madison  WISCONSIN 
8E Frankfort  KENTUCKY 
 
9E Honolulu  HAWAII 
10S Cheyenne  WYOMING 
  
11S Tallahassee  FLORIDA 
12E Albany   NEW YORK 
 
13W Salt Lake City  UTAH 
14N Annapolis  MARYLAND 
 
15W Topeka   KANSAS 
16S Juneau   ALASKA 
 
17E Augusta  MAINE 
18W Oklahoma City  OKLAHOMA 
 
19N Little Rock  ARKANSAS 
20S Boise   IDAHO 
 
21W Columbus  OHIO 
22N Montgomery  ALABAMA 
 
23N Baton Rouge  LOUISIANA 
24N Helena   MONTANA 
 
25S Dover   DELAWARE 
26W Carson City  NEVADA 
 
 



27S Springfield  ILLINOIS 
28S Concord  NEW HAMPSHIRE 
 
29E Des Moines  IOWA 
30E St. Paul  MINNESOTA 
 
31E Phoenix  ARIZONA 
32N Sacramento  CALIFORNIA 
 
33E Lansing  MICHIGAN 
34W Indianapolis  INDIANA 
 
35N Montpelier  VERMONT 
36E Salem   OREGON 
 
37W Hartford  CONNECTICUT 
38S Jackson  MISSISSIPPI 
 
39E Lincoln   NEBRASKA 
40N Pierre   SOUTH DAKOTA 
  
41S Boston   MASSACHUSETTS 
42W Harrisburg  PENNSYLVANIA 
 
43W Charleston  WEST VIRGINIA 
44W Olympia  WASHINGTON 
 
45S Providence  RHODE ISLAND 
46E Trenton  NEW JERSEY 
 
47E Nashville  TENNESSEE 
48E Bismarck  NORTH DAKOTA 
 
49E Columbia  SOUTH CAROLINA 
50W Raleigh   NORTH CAROLINA 
 



 
 


